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Despite traditional classrooms, where independent work is the main strategy for students to work and learn, we now know that students learn best collaboratively. Creating lessons that prepare our students to help and work together has now become our goal as educators. As each week goes by, I am learning new innovative strategies from the course in order to encourage learning in my students. This week I process the advantages of using the Reciprocal Learning Strategy with my students. “Through using the Reciprocal Learning Strategy, students will master important skills needed to be effective in a helping relationship, learn how to be active listeners and how to provide constructive feedback, and develop patience and the ability to praise” (Silver, Hanson, Strong, & Schwartz, 2003, p.200, ¶1). Therefore, I have decided to develop a lesson using the three phases involved in the Reciprocal Learning Strategy. These phases include preparing students, having them work together as partners, and processing the partnership (Silver, et. al., p.205, ¶7). In addition, the lesson will cover the following New Jersey Language Arts standards, 3.2 A. 2 Observe the modeling of writing, A.11 Participate with peers to comment on and react to each other’s writing. A.12 Use a simple checklist to improve elements of own writing (State of New Jersey, 2006, ¶1).                                                                                                                                                                                                  
After careful planning, I have created a lesson on adjectives for the second grade group using the Peer Practice/Reciprocal Learning Strategy. I decided to focus on adjectives since in the past the lesson has only incorporated workbooks or worksheets to reinforce the skill. In preparation for the lesson, I have created two worksheets as suggested in our reading. The coach will use one sheet in order to provide the doer with helpful hints and the other sheet will provide the doer with the questions needed to complete the practice activity.   
Phase One- Prepare for Roles

I will explain to the students that they will be using a new learning strategy in which they will have the opportunity to work with a partner. In addition, I will explain that as we begin to use the Reciprocal Learning Strategy more often they will be working with different classmates. . I would then explain how they are going to learn a new way of practicing finding adjectives in sentences using cooperative social skills. Finally, I will explain the two roles that they would have with their partner. I would then model with a student volunteer on what makes a good coach and a good learner.

In order to give students a good idea of what is going to be taught I will use the student volunteer to help me model the procedures of the game. The student would model the steps of the doer and I would model the coach. Then I would explain that they would be provided with ten sentences in which the adjective would have to be identified. The students will be told that the guide will have five sentences and the doer will have five sentences. I intend to provide each partner will have the answer to the others questions along with a clue. The clue will be in parenthesis and will assist the doer in coming up with the correct answer. Here is an example of the worksheets I will provide the students.
Adjective: Read each sentence to your partner. Have them identify the adjective. 


      If they should need a hint, use the words in the parenthesis.

Partner A:






Hint:
1. The brown bear grabbed the small man. 

(What color bear?)









(What kind of man?)

2. The man is a professional baseball player.

(What kind of player?)


3. Her orange hair shone in the sun.


(What color hair?)


4. Five ducklings crossed the dangerous street. 
(How many ducklings?)









(What kind of street?)


5. Soft, cool breezes blew near the shore.

(What kind of breezes?)


Partner B:






Hint:


1. The birds nest had three speckled eggs.

(What kind of eggs?)


2. There were no visible signs of activity at 

(How many signs?)


    the old mine.




(What kind of sign?)









(What kind of mine?)


3. Pink and yellow flowers bloomed in the garden.
 (What kind of flowers?)


4. Several clouds blocked the radiant sunlight.
(How many clouds?)









(What kind of sun?)


5. The fish tastes too salty.



(What kind of fish?)

Phase two - Working Collaboratively


Throughout the second phase of the Reciprocal Learning Strategy, my students will be working together. As I hand out the sheets, I will tell the students once again to offer praise, understanding, and hints where appropriate. I want the students to understand that working in the partnership will help them succeed reviewing adjectives. I will remind the students that each role is important in achieving success in the lesson and they should treat each other with respect. As the teacher, I will monitor and interact with the coach only if an extreme situation should arise. Otherwise, I will keep notes on my observations on a note pad. 
Phase three – Process the Strategy


In the third the stage, I will ask the students to reflect on their partnership. I would ask questions such as, 1) What kind of things did your partner do to help you? 2) Can you list some positive thing your partner said to you? and 3) Which role was the most difficult? In addition, I will share with the class the positive interactions I observed. Along with my whole group discussion, I will express to the students how they have just completed a lesson that taught life long skills of collaboration. 


As a result of this lesson, students will be actively involved in each other’s learning. They will have a feeling of accountability with each other. As they students learn to master the Reciprocal Learning Strategy, the sense of helping each other will come naturally. Lastly, students will learn to become better listeners, provide clear feedback, and praise as stated in our reading. 
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